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In Hinduism, the Dwadashi Tithi (12th lunar day) holds a
special religious significance. Every month, both the Shukla
and Krishna Paksha have their respective Dwadashi dates,
and some of these are dedicated to various forms of Lord
Vishnu. One such sacred occasion is Vasudev Dwadashi,
observed in the name of Vasudev Devkinandan, the father
of Lord Krishna. This festival is filled with devotion, service,
and reverence toward one’s ancestors and parents.

What is Vasudev Dwadashi?

Vasudev Dwadashi is celebrated every year on

the Dwadashi Tithi of Shukla Paksha in the month of
Ashadha (June—July). This day is dedicated to Vasudev Ji, the
father of Lord Krishna. On this day, devotees worship
Vasudev Ji and remember his significant contribution to
preserving Lord Krishna’s life during his early years, even
amid great suffering, and protecting dharma.


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552013453939
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61552013453939
https://www.instagram.com/vedic_prayers345/
https://www.instagram.com/vedic_prayers345/
https://www.youtube.com/@Vedicprayers/
https://www.youtube.com/@Vedicprayers/
https://x.com/VedicPrayers
https://x.com/VedicPrayers

Who was Vasudev?

Vasudev Ji was the son of the prominent Yadava

king Shurasena and the husband of Devaki. He was a great
scholar, deeply religious, and devoted to truth and
righteousness. He not only protected Devaki, the mother of
Lord Krishna, but also safely transported the newborn Krishna
to Gokul despite the tyranny of Kansa in Mathura—paving the
way for the welfare of all mankind.

Why is Vasudev Dwadashi Celebrated?

This festival commemorates Vasudev Ji's sacrifice, dedication,
and righteous life. His actions—like transporting infant Krishna
to Gokul, ensuring his safe upbringing with Nand Baba, and
protecting dharma amidst Kansa’s atrocities—are vital
episodes of his life.

The main objectives of celebrating this day are:

* To honor Vasudev Ji’s sacrifice and religious dedication.

* To awaken a sense of filial devotion and service in people.

* To acknowledge the contribution of a father in Lord
Krishna’s life.

* To inspire individuals to follow the path of truth, discipline,
and wisdom.
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Significance of Vasudev Dwadashi

1. Symbol of Filial Devotion

This date teaches that parents hold a place higher than even
God. By worshiping Vasudev Ji, one awakens the spirit of
serving and honoring one’s parents.

2. Inspiration to Follow Dharma

Vasudev Ji took many difficult and risky decisions in life, yet
remained committed to dharma. This day inspires us to follow
the path of righteousness, no matter how tough the
circumstances are.

3. Honor to Sacrifice and Austerity

Vasudev Ji gave up personal comfort and even remained away
from his son to keep him safe. His sacrifice continues to inspire
generations.

4. A Message to Society
This festival emphasizes the role of a father in a family, which
is a crucial lesson for today’s youth and society as a whole.

What is Done on Vasudev Dwadashi?

1. Fasting and Vow (Vrat)

Devotees observe fasts (either waterless or with fruits) on this
day. Some consume only one meal and spend the day
meditating on Lord Krishna and Vasudev Ji.
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2. Worship of Vasudev Ji

Since there are very few temples dedicated solely to Vasudev
Ji, special prayers are offered in Vishnu or Krishna temples,
remembering Vasudev Ji during the rituals.

3. Scriptural Recitation and Stories

Devotees read and listen to stories of Krishna’s birth, Vasudev
and Devaki’s life, and their struggles. It strengthens faith and
the resolve to follow the path of dharma.

4. Charity and Virtuous Acts

Donating on this day is considered highly auspicious. Items
such as food, clothes, utensils, umbrellas, and alms are given.
Some also perform Pind Daan or Tarpan for their ancestors.

5. Special Celebrations in Temples

Temples in Mathura, Vrindavan, and other places hold special
prayers, kirtans, devotional gatherings, and Jhulan (swing)
festivals.

Vasudev Dwadashi Vrat Vidhi (Worship Rituals)

e Bathe early and wear clean clothes.

* Place an image or symbol of Vasudev Ji in front of you.

* Offer lamp, incense, flowers, tilak, naivedya, and water.

* Chant Lord Vishnu’s mantras and recite “Om Vasudevaya
Namah”.

* Feed a Brahmin and donate as per your capacity.
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Mythological Story Behind Vasudev Dwadashi

According to legend, when Kansa imprisoned Devaki and
Vasudeyv, he killed their first seven sons. When Lord Krishna
was born as their eighth son, an oracle (divine

voice) instructed Vasudev to carry the baby across the Yamuna
River to Gokul. It was a dangerous mission at night during a
storm, but Vasudev Ji fulfilled his duty and safeguarded
Krishna.

It is believed that Lord Vishnu himself orchestrated this task
through Vasudev Ji to ensure the future re-establishment of
dharma. To honor this selfless act of duty and devotion,
Vasudev Dwadashi is observed.

A Message for Youth and Society

In today's era, where family bonds are weakening, Vasudev
Dwadashi reminds us of the vital role of a father. The youth
should take inspiration from Vasudev Ji’s character—who made
sacrifices for his family, upheld righteousness, and served
society.

Vasudev Dwadashi is not just a religious observance—it is a
celebration of sacrifice, duty, parental devotion, and dharma.
This day inspires us to respect our ancestors and especially our
father’s role in shaping our lives. From Vasudev Ji’s life, we
learn that courage and commitment to truth are essential to
follow the path of dharma.
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