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Ganesh Visarjan is a significant religious ritual performed at 

the end of the Ganesh Chaturthi festival. It involves the 

immersion of Lord Ganesh idols, who are worshipped as 

deities of wisdom, prosperity, and good fortune, into water 

bodies. The Visarjan takes place on the tenth and final day 

of Ganesh Chaturthi, known as Anant Chaturdashi.

Significance of Ganesh Visarjan
The religious and spiritual significance of Ganesh Visarjan is 
profound. It symbolizes the cyclical nature of life, including 
birth, life, and death. Immersing the idol of Lord Ganesh 
signifies the completion of his earthly visit and his return to 
his celestial abode. Devotees believe that through this 
immersion, they can cleanse their sins and misfortunes and 
receive blessings and prosperity for the coming year.
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Ganesh Visarjan Process
1. Final Puja and Aarti
Before the immersion (visarjan), a final puja is performed for 
Lord Ganesha, known as “Uttar Puja.” During this, offerings of 
sweets, modak, fruits, and flowers are made to the deity. 
Devotees thank Lord Ganesha for coming into their homes and 
pray for his return the following year. The family and 
community gather to sing the aarti, preparing to bid farewell 
to the Lord.

2. Procession
A grand procession is held for the immersion ceremony, where 
Lord Ganesha’s idol is beautifully decorated and taken to the 
immersion site. The procession is accompanied by drums, 
music, and devotional songs, with devotees dancing and 
singing along the way. This festive and joyful event is an 
expression of the devotees’ emotions as they prepare to say 
goodbye to Lord Ganesha.

3. The Ritual of Immersion
Once the idol reaches the water body (river, pond, lake, or 
sea), it is slowly immersed into the water. The immersion 
symbolizes the merging of Lord Ganesha’s idol with nature, 
representing the temporary nature of life and the cycle of 
creation and dissolution. As part of this ritual, devotees pray 
to Lord Ganesha to take away their sins and troubles with him.
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4. “Ganpati Bappa Morya, Agle Baras Tu Jaldi Aa”
During the immersion, this mantra is chanted loudly, meaning 
“O Lord Ganesha, come again next year soon.” This chant 
creates a deeply emotional and devotional atmosphere as the 
devotees big farewell to Lord Ganesha, eagerly awaiting his 
return the following year.

Types of Idols
• Traditional Idols: Traditionally, Ganesh idols were made of 

clay, which dissolves easily in water and is environmentally 
friendly. This type of immersion does not pollute the water.

• Modern Idols: Nowadays, many idols are made from 
plaster of Paris, which does not dissolve quickly and can 
harm aquatic life. To address this issue, many communities 
are now using eco-friendly materials and artificial 
immersion tanks.

Environmental and Social Aspects
With growing environmental concerns, many communities 
have begun adopting eco-friendly practices for Ganesh 
Visarjan. These practices include using biodegradable 
materials for idols, cleaning the immersion sites, and reducing 
water pollution. After the immersion, the area is cleaned to 
remove any debris and pollutants.
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Socially, Ganesh Visarjan is a major communal event that 
strengthens social bonds and cultural ties. The celebration 
combines art, music, and religious sentiments, spreading joy 
and unity within the community.

Ganesh Visarjan is a crucial religious and cultural event that 
marks the end of Lord Ganesh’s earthly sojourn. It offers 
devotees an emotional and spiritual journey, providing an 
opportunity to understand the cyclical nature of life and the 
divinity of Lord Ganesh. Additionally, it serves as an important 
occasion to enhance cultural enthusiasm and social unity.

Shri Ganesh Stotra Shri Ganesh Ji Aarti
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