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Shri Krishna Janmashtami 2026 is one of the major festivals of
Hinduism. This festival is celebrated as the birth anniversary
of Lord Shri Krishna, the eighth incarnation of Lord Vishnu.
Every year, Janmashtami is celebrated on the Ashtami Tithi of
Krishna Paksha in the month of Bhadrapada. On this day,
devotees worship Lord Shri Krishna, observe fasts, sing
devotional songs and bhajans, and celebrate his birth at
midnight.

When is Shri Krishna Janmashtami 20267

Shri Krishna Janmashtami 2026 will be celebrated on Friday,
September 4, 2026. According to the Panchang, the Ashtami
Tithi will begin at around 2:25 AM on September 4, 2026, and
end at approximately 12:13 AM on September 5.

Lord Shri Krishna is believed to have been born at midnight,
which is why Janmashtami puja and the birth celebration are
performed at night. The Nishita Puja timings may vary slightly
depending on the location. For example, in Delhi, the Nishita
Puja time is approximately 11:57 PM to 12:43 AM.
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Note: The date of Janmashtami may vary slightly according to
different regions and Vaishnava traditions. Devotees should
follow their local Panchang or the tradition of their temple for
fasting and puja.

Why is Janmashtami Celebrated?

According to Hindu religious beliefs, Lord Shri Krishna was
born in Mathura during the Dwapara Yuga on the Ashtami
Tithi of Krishna Paksha in the month of Bhadrapada. His
parents were Devaki and Vasudeva.

At that time, the people of Mathura were suffering due to the
tyranny of King Kansa. According to religious beliefs, Lord
Vishnu incarnated as Shri Krishna to destroy evil and establish
righteousness.

The life of Lord Shri Krishna teaches us the values of dharma,
karma, truth, love, and duty. In the Bhagavad Gita, Lord
Krishna explained the importance of performing one’s duties
and following the path of righteousness. Therefore,
Janmashtami is not only a celebration of Lord Krishna’s birth
but also an opportunity to remember his teachings and ideals.

Religious Significance of Janmashtami

Janmashtami is considered a highly significant festival in
Hinduism. On this day, devotees worship Lord Shri Krishna
with faith and devotion.
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The major religious significance of Janmashtami includes:

Celebrating the birth of Lord Shri Krishna.
Devotees observing a fast and worshipping the Lord.
Worshipping the child form of Shri Krishna at midnight.

Organizing bhajans, kirtans, and devotional programs at
homes and temples.

Offering Makhan-Mishri, fruits, sweets, and other prasad to
Lord Krishna.

Organizing Krishna Janmashtami tableaux and special
religious programs at various places.

How to Celebrate Janmashtami 2026?

On Janmashtami, devotees traditionally wake up early in the
morning, take a bath, and wear clean clothes. They then
remember Lord Shri Krishna and take a vow to observe the
fast.

1. Clean and Decorate Your Home

Clean the house and especially the puja area before
Janmashtami. The place of worship can be decorated
beautifully with flowers, lamps, and other decorative items.
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2. Decorate Bal Gopal

Dress the child form of Lord Shri Krishna, commonly known
as Laddu Gopal, in new clothes. He can be decorated with a
crown, flute, flower garland, and beautiful ornaments.

3. Decorate a Jhula

There is a tradition of preparing a beautiful cradle or swing for
Bal Gopal on Janmashtami. The swing can be decorated with
flowers and colorful decorations.

4. Observe a Fast

Many devotees observe a fast on Janmashtami. Fasting should
be done according to one’s health, personal capacity, and
family tradition. The rules of Janmashtami fasting may vary
according to different traditions.

5. Worship Lord Shri Krishna

Lord Shri Krishna is worshipped around Nishita Kaal at night.
Water, Panchamrit, flowers, fruits, Tulsi leaves, incense, lamps,
and other puja items are commonly used. Devotees perform
the Abhishek of Lord Krishna with Panchamrit and then dress
the deity in new clothes.
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6. Offer Makhan-Mishri

Makhan and Mishri are traditionally considered among Lord
Krishna’s favorite offerings. On Janmashtami, devotees can
offer Makhan-Mishri along with fruits and other sattvic foods
as prasad.

7. Celebrate Krishna’s Birth at Midnight

At midnight, devotees celebrate the birth of Lord Shri Krishna
by blowing conch shells and ringing bells. After the birth
celebration, devotees perform aarti and distribute prasad
among family members and other devotees.

Janmashtami Puja Samagri

The following items are generally required for performing
Janmashtami puja at home:

* |dol of Lord Shri Krishna or Laddu Gopal
* New clothes and crown

* Cradle or swing

* Panchamrit

* Milk, curd, and ghee

 Honey and Gangajal

e Makhan-Mishri
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* Tulsi leaves

* Fruits and sweets

* Flowers and garlands

* Incense sticks and lamp
* Roli and Akshat

e Puja thali

The list of puja items may vary according to regional customs
and family traditions.

Dahi Handi Celebration on Janmashtami

On the day after Janmashtami, Dahi Handi celebrations are
organized in many places. A pot filled with curd or other items
is hung at a height, and groups of young people form human
pyramids to break the pot.

This tradition is associated with the childhood activities of
Lord Krishna and his love for butter. In 2026, Dahi Handi will
be celebrated on September 5.

Janmashtami in Mathura and Vrindavan

On the occasion of Janmashtami, Mathura and Vrindavan host
special religious celebrations.
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Temples are beautifully decorated, and a large number of
devotees visit these holy places to seek the blessings of Lord
Shri Krishna.

Bhajans, kirtans, tableaux, Abhishek ceremonies, and the
midnight birth celebration are among the major attractions of
the festival.

What Message Does Janmashtami Give Us?

The life of Shri Krishna teaches us many important lessons.
Lord Krishna taught that a person should perform their duties
sincerely without being overly concerned about the results.

Janmashtami inspires us to follow the path of righteousness,
stand against injustice, practice love and compassion, and
fulfill our responsibilities with honesty and dedication.

Shri Krishna Janmashtami 2026 will be celebrated with
devotion and faith on Friday, September 4. The festival is not
only a celebration of the birth of Lord Shri Krishna but also an
opportunity to follow his teachings and ideals in our daily
lives.

This Janmashtami, celebrate the festival by worshipping Lord
Shri Krishna, observing a fast according to your tradition,
singing bhajans and kirtans, and participating in the midnight
birth celebration. Let us spread the message of love, peace,
harmony, and devotion among our family and society.
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Jai Shri Krishna!
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